PREPARING A ROLLO

General Information

Rollo Purpose


Cursillo is defined as a short course in living what is fundamental to the Christian faith. In brief, it is a course in living. That it is a course implies something is taught, therefore there is doctrinal content to Cursillo. That it is a course in living implies the learning is not abstract, but applicable to the life of the participant. The rollos are a primary tool with which Cursillo effects this learning-for-life. 


The intent of Cursillo is to teach participants a way to live as Christians. But obviously such an undertaking cannot be attempted in one weekend, thus Cursillo more narrowly focuses it intent. It does not seek to teach all that is important to Christian living, but only that which is foundational to the living out of the Cursillo purpose. Remember, the Cursillo purpose is the equipping and sending of Christians into their environments to transform those environments according to the kingdom of God. 


The function of the rollos at Cursillo is primarily this task of equipping and sending, therefore, the rollos are instructive and inspirational. The rollos are not intended to define and specify the Kingdom of God, and thereby dictate how the environments are to be transformed. Cursillo does not have an agenda for social or political change. Cursillo trusts 

the power of the Spirit of God, speaking to and directing the elect in the transforming of environments after the Kingdom. 

Rollo Nature


Rollos are kerygmatic in nature. That is, they focus on the proclamation of the truth of Jesus Christ. They must, therefore, be built upon a solid foundation in scripture, and must not be dissuaded from that foundation by the effort to make faith in God acceptable to the human mind, or adapted to the human condition. Rollos must proclaim biblical truth, trusting in the Holy Spirit to make effective that truth in the lives of the hearers. 


Rollos are not, however, merely doctrinal expositions of scripture. While they must be doctrinally sound, the rollo is itself highly anecdotal. That is, the doctrine is transported to the participants through incorporation of the living experiences of the speaker. The story of Jesus is presented as the faith of the presenter. It is in this way, through this testimonial expression in the rollo, that the Christian life is shown to be accessible to the participant. 


This does not mean that the rollo is simply a string of personal experience stories without interpretation and without intellectual content. The rollo is a blend of doctrine and personal witness to the truth of that doctrine. 

Rollo Vision


Every rollo, then, is a presentation of a vision of the Christian life as viewed through the life and experience of the presenter. They are a vision of what every Christian life can be, and because they are a vision of life in the Kingdom of God, the rollos are joyful and triumphal proclamation. 


The rollos provide a vision of human life in intimate and continuing relationship with God through Christ, in community, and in obedient service within the Kingdom of God. They are not utopian fantasies, but reveal the foibles and struggles common to human life. Yet they ever reveal a vision of life as God intends, and toward which God's Spirit draws the elect. 

Rollo Progression


The rollos are not a random series of talks. There is a planned progression in the talks, a progression that can be examined from several aspects. 


That the rollos are a progression, in itself, means that each has a specific beginning and ending place. The preparer must exercise care not to needlessly repeat a previous rollo theme, nor to carelessly intrude into the theme of a subsequent rollo. A strict adherence to the outline provided for each rollo is therefore important, not to restrict the creativity of expression, but to insure a clearly and cleanly defined progression from one rollo to the next.


There is also a psychologically determined progression in the rollo presentations. The rollos are intended to take seriously both the anxiety levels of the participants, and the inertial forces acting on the participants. To neglect either of these, anxiety or inertia, serves only to alienate the participants by demonstrating a failure to take seriously the human condition. New and unknown experiences are accompanied by anxiety. Change is accompanied by inertia, by resistance to change. The first of the rollos, therefore, are restrained in emotion and enthusiasm. They seek to avoid a confrontation wherein the participants' present life is pitted against a change in that life. The danger for the rollo presenters at the beginning of the Cursillo is the danger of saying too much. The message must be allowed to build, the enthusiasm grow, the confrontation develop, as the talks progress through the three days. 


The progression of the rollos is also related to the three days of Cursillo, for each day has a specific theme and style.

Day One


Liberation is the theme of day one, and the style is declaratory. The five rollos on day one declare a vision of a life set free for and within the Kingdom of God. They proclaim the possibility of life in Christ, and describe that life. Nothing in these rollos is unique to Cursillo, but they are a proclamation of the fundamentals of the Christian life. The five rollos, "Ideals," "Grace," "Laity," "Faith," and "Piety," form a declaratory sentence: The Christian life is one in which people are set free to live out the ideal of Christ, touched by the grace of God, unified by inclusion in the Body of Christ, empowered by faith in God's gracious call, and in company with God eternally. 

Day Two


Christ is the theme of day two, and the style is personal and participatory. The five rollos of day two seek to lead the participants to experience the coming-to-life of the truth of Christianity, which is Christ. The thrust of the rollos of day two is the conversion of Christians from nominal to vital expressions of faith. The five rollos, "Study," "Sacraments," "Action," "Obstacles," and "Leader," are all introductions to a living relationship with Christ. In Study we come to know Christ. In the Sacraments we encounter Christ. In Action we serve Christ. In Obstacles we overcome the world in Christ. In Leaders we transform the world through and for Christ. As on day one, the rollos of day two present nothing unique to Cursillo. Rather, they present the fundamentals of life in Christ. 

Day Three


The Christian life is the the theme of day three, and the style is instructional and inspirational. The five rollos of day three present the Cursillo method and purpose. Their intent is to prepare the participants to return as agents of Christ in the transformation of their environments for Christ. "Re-forming the World," "A Holy Vision," "The Church Alive," "A Look Back," and "Hope and Promise," are instruction in how, and inspiration to, serve Christ in the world by re-forming the environments in which the participants have influence. The rollos of day three present the triumphal Church of Jesus Christ on the move, and issue a call to join that march. 

Rollo Preparation


No rollo should be given without preparation. The exact detail of preparation required by different people will vary. Some will speak from a manuscript, some from an outline, some from note cards. However, intending to deliver a rollo without preparation, or by claiming the 

spontaneous provision of words by the Holy Spirit, is a denial of responsible stewardship, for while God has provided many resources of divine inspiration, few of those resources are fully appreciated and claimed without effort. 


This is not to imply that preparation is accomplished solely through human effort, or that the rollo can be merely the product of human research. Preparation is, however, similar to carefully planting a seed. Perfect planting technique can never cause the seed to grow, yet the absence of such technique certainly decreases the potential harvest. The purpose of preparation is the production of a rollo that is biblically faithful, constructively integrated into the rollo progression, and truthfully related to life. Accomplishing that, the rest is left to God.

In Prayer


Nothing can supplant prayer as the primary means of rollo preparation. Not only prayer by the one preparing the rollo, but prayer by the Cursillo leadership team, and indeed by the entire community is the foundation of effective proclamation of the Gospel. 

In Study

Bible


Study means, first of all, to engage scripture in such a way that the Bible is not only quoted and referenced, but is finally the sole arbiter of truth. This faithfulness to the biblical witness stands with prayer as the two pillars supporting every declaration in a rollo. And this intends more than the exhibition of biblical proof-texts in support of the rollo. It intends that each rollo be a faithful witness to the self-revelation of God in the Bible. 

Reformed Tradition


Second, study means to engage the Reformed Tradition in dialogue. We are Presbyterians, and as such we have an understanding and expression of the Gospel that is both unique and vital. Certainly this is not to claim that the Reformed Tradition understands all divine mysteries, but it does engage those mysteries with both faith and intellectual integrity. The peculiar viewpoint of Presbyterians preserves crucial aspects of the biblical revelation not maintained in other ecclesiastical traditions. 


One thing is vitally important to remember here. Cursillo is part of what the church is doing. Cursillo serves as a ministry of the church, and is therefore a servant of the church. Cursillo does not determine the church; neither what the church does, nor what the church 

believes. It is not the purpose of Cursillo to teach or criticize the church, rather Cursillo uses what the church teaches to touch the lives of people in pursuit of the Cursillo purpose of sending those people into their environments as transforming agents of Christ. Cursillo poorly advances its own purpose, and poorly serves the church, when it sets itself up as the judge of the church and the church's tradition. 

The Outline


A rollo, while a personal faith testimony, is not an individual, independent effort to effect a certain response in the participants. That response is sought in the accumulation of effects throughout all events at Cursillo. Each rollo has a particular function in this accumulation, therefore, study of the rollo outline and material related to the general progression of the rollos is essential to preparation. In fact, a reading of all the rollo outlines, but especially those immediately prior and subsequent to the presenter's, will prove helpful in channeling the rollo development into its proper place in the progression of talks. 


The outline details what should be said, but not how it should be said. It is important to translate the outline into the presenter's own language and style while making certain the thoughts and ideas set forth in the outline are faithfully rendered. 

Personal Experience


Study in preparation for writing a rollo also involves an inward look at the presenter's own personal experiences. It is not enough, however, merely to include references to such personal experiences. Those experiences must be subjected to thoughtful reflection through which their deeper meaning and life application are discerned. Perhaps nothing so detracts from the effectiveness of a rollo as does the inclusion of extraneous, poorly chosen, and ill applied experiences from the life of the presenter. The presenter's need to tell must be tempered by the listener's need to know, otherwise the thrust of the rollo is lost in pointless meandering through the pastures of undisciplined memories. 


Personal experiences, however, well chosen, deeply reflected upon, and rightly applied to the life situation transform a rollo from a lifeless, academic presentation into a living testimony to the power and love of God. Personal experience witnesses in the rollo to the Word made flesh. It brings the Word to life, by witnessing to life in the Word. 

In Community


Rollo preparation is not carried out in isolation, but within the community of faith. This means not only within the prayerful support of the community, but also within the experiences, testimony, and wisdom of the community.


Several specific aids to rollo preparation can be found within this community. No rollo is being presented for the first time. Previous presentations can be gleaned for their wisdom and wit. Experiences of others can be included in the rollo, and well as other's counsel and critique. 


One of the primary functions of the clergy staff prior to Cursillo is service as resource persons for rollo preparation. The clergy will help in preparation with ideas and illustrations, and will critique the rollo during and after preparation. 

In Faith 


No rollo is perfectly prepared. No rollo perfectly meets the criteria set for it. No rollo presenter is the perfect model of the Christian life. Therefore, rollo preparation and presentation are acts of faith. Not only is the faith of the presenter revealed in the content of the rollo, but the faith of the presenter is revealed in the act of presentation. Every rollo is ultimately faith revealing faith, and as such is an offering to God, for God's honor and glory. 

Rollo Delivery


The rollo is not a sermon delivered in formal worship, but a personal talk delivered in an informal gathering of Christian friends. The style of delivery should reflect this setting. This does not mean that the delivery of the rollo is unimportant, or that delivery can be in a lackadaisical manner. If what is said is important, how it is said is important. 


It is almost certainly helpful to rehearse delivery of the rollo prior to the Cursillo, not so much in the interest of polishing a speech, but in the interest of easing the speaker. As the speaker becomes more familiar with the public delivery of the rollo, and more familiar with the content of the rollo, the speaker can then transfer attention from self to the hearers.

Rollo Length


While not of primary importance, the length of a rollo is important. It is important that it be long enough to cover the material assigned to it, and not long enough to exhaust the attention span of the hearers. The outlines for the rollos are developed with the intention of producing a rollo of some fifteen to twenty minutes in length. Maintaining the rollos within this time frame will allow adequate coverage of the materials and will enable the Rector to anticipate scheduling needs. 


One of the frequent failings in the delivery of rollos by those not accustomed to public speaking is the failure to accurately measure the time for speaking. If a manuscript is produced typewritten and double-spaced, each page will require approximately two and one-half minutes to deliver, thus a fifteen to twenty minute rollo will comprise six to eight pages. If the rollo is delivered from an outline or from note cards, rehearsal is required to determine the length. 

Rollo Outlines

Ideals: The Human Journey

General Comments


This is the first rollo, and is presented by a lay person. The participants have just ended the silent retreat phase of Cursillo, and anxiety may be high as they wonder what is going to happen next. The tone and manner of this rollo, therefore, is important for it serves to condition the participants for the other presentations. This rollo is a matter-of-fact presentation, with restrained enthusiasm and limited, personal revelation by the presenter. 


The content of this rollo is non-confrontational. It does not directly challenge the participants to change their life or views. It speaks of truths generally known and accepted by most, though truths often not utilized in personal reflection. It is not specifically Christian in its thought, but rather, ideals are presented as common to all humankind, and not merely to Christians. 


The inclusions and omissions in the content of this first rollo are not by accident, but by design. The rollo progression begins on the common ground of all humanity, and only when that is firmly established, does it move to that which is specific and unique about the Christian life. 

The purpose of this first rollo is to define and confirm ideals as a force of influence common to humanity, and then to particularize that influence by uncovering the variety of ideals operative in an individual life. 

Outline

I.
Introduction: After a silent retreat in meditation with God, it is natural to ask a question: "What is the meaning and direction of my life? 

II.
The human being.


A.   Three natural orders.



1.  Mineral order.



2.  Plant order.



3.  Animal order.




a. Lower animals - instinct.




b. Mankind - rational.


B.  In our thought, the human is the higher life order because humans move in a world of ideas and reflective thought.


C.  Three characteristics of humans.



1.  Intellect: to rationally comprehend and reflectively consider truth. 



2.  Freedom: to make choices after rational and reflective thought. 



3.  Will: the ability to act on choices.

III.
The consequences of being human.


A.  The ability to transcend instinctive and habitual behavior. The ability to thoughtfully become different, even contrary to environmental and internal forces. 


B.  To be held accountable for consequences of actions, consequences both foreseen and unexpected. 


C.  To face the danger of losing the essence of the human identity.



1.  Assume to be God; transcend all material and human limitations.



2.  Assume to be animal: deny spiritual reality and human potential.

IV.
A Measure of being human.




A.  The degree to which human potential is actualized.




B.  The degree to which actions reflect internal conviction.




C.  The degree of reflection to which convictions are subjected.


V.
An ideal is an internal conviction, or a set of such convictions.


A.  An ideal has two elements.



1.  Vision: the combination of ideas, hopes, and preferences.



2.  Motivation: the power that moves toward achievement of the vision.


B.  Both Vision and Motivation essential to an ideal.



1.  Vision without motivation is an empty daydream.



2.  Motivation without a vision is "a loose cannon on the deck."


C.  Life moves according to its ideals.



1.  Ideals change through life.




a.  Childhood.




b.  Youth.




c.  Adulthood.



2.  There is no such thing as a human life without ideals, only human life with ideals that are unidentified and upon which no reflection has occurred.


D.  The quality of life is determined by the quality of its ideals.



1.  Ideals give purpose and meaning to work and play.



2.  An ideal is the mother of enthusiasm for living. 

VI.   The measure of an ideal.


A.   High and low ideals.



1.  High ideals direct life toward its full potential.



2.  Low ideals allow life to be dissipated in trivial pursuits.


B.  Is both attainable and worthy of attainment.



1.  An ideal need not be fully realized to be labeled attainable, but it must be such that it is capable of meaningful pursuit. 



2.  The worthiness of an ideal is related to some value system, and is itself a reflection of some value system. 

VII.  Necessity of knowing your ideal.


A.  Two kinds of ideals.



1.  Apparent ideal.




a.  Imposed by forces outside and contrary to your own inner conviction.




b.  That ideal you like to believe motivates you.



2.  True ideal.




a.  That which belongs to you by conviction.




b.  That which truly motivates you.


B.  Discovery of your ideal.



1.  Analysis of your life pursuits.



2.  Analysis of your financial expenditures.



3.  Analysis of your calendar of activities.



4.  Analysis of your relationships.

Grace: An Invitation from God

General Comments

This second rollo is presented by a clergy person, however, it is not merely a generalized sermon on grace. This rollo has very specific objectives, building on those of the first rollo, and leading into 

the next. The first rollo engaged the participants in consideration of human personhood. This rollo addresses the potential for Christian, human personhood. It leads into the third rollo which speaks of the Christian person within the community of faith. 


Grace is the central theme of Cursillo, for it is through the experience of grace that people are set free to become the persons God intends. This rollo focuses, then, on grace as God's free and creative act toward the elect. It is an expression of the fundamental Christian premise that the human relationship with God begins with God, and is brought to reality by God through grace. The means by which God effects this relationship is the gift of grace. 


This rollo invites the participants into intimacy with God, and therefore leads naturally into the next rollo which invites them into intimacy with the community of God. 


The style of this rollo is kerygmatic. It proclaims God's offer of grace, and through grace intimacy with God. However, it is also testimonial, for the personal witness to God's grace, and the speaker's own response, are important elements of this rollo. 

Outline

I.  Grace: the revelation of God. 


A.  Grace is God's initiative toward humankind. 



1.  Grace expresses the nature of God. 



2.  Grace transcends the condition of humankind. 


B.  In grace, God declares divine love for humankind. 



1.  A God whose nature is revealed in Christ. 



2.  A God for, and not against, people. 



3.  A God, not in isolation, but in community.

II.  Grace: the invitation of God. 


A.  Invitation to commune with God. 



1.  Grace is God's self-giving. 



2.  Personal, intimate, and living. 


B.  Invitation to live the Kingdom. 



1.  New vision. 



2.  New reality. 



3.  New creation.

III.  Grace: the power of God.  


A.  Re-created in relationship with God. 



1.  Restored to communion with God. 



2.  Restored to Lord/subject relationship. 


B.  Re-created in person. 



1.  Image of God in humankind restored. 



2.  Intention of Creator God reaffirmed.  


C.  God's grace is the gift of a new reality. 



1.  New vision fulfilled. 



2.  New reality fulfilled.

IV.  Grace: God's open hand. 


A.  The gift of God's love to humankind. 



1.  Unconditionally given. 



2.  Grace exposes the vulnerability of God. 



3.  A gift, not a reward. 


B.  An open hand, not a clenched fist. 



1.  A gift, not a demand. 



2.  A promise, not a prison.

V.  Grace: The ability to accept. 


A.  By grace people can accept God's invitation to communion. 



1.  Those who accept do so only because of God's power. 



2.  Response to grace is thanksgiving. 


B.  By grace people can reject God's invitation to communion. 



1.  Grace can be ignored and resisted. 



2.  Does not defeat God's purposes, but does blind persons to the fulfillment of God's purposes.

VI.  Acceptance of grace is conversion. 


A.  An event of life. 



1.  May be dramatic event. 



2.  May be an awakening, and unfolding. 


B.  A lifelong event. 



1.  A turning to God 



2.  The acceptance of grace nurtures a more full apprehension of grace.


C.  A transformation of life. 



1.  The genuine ideal of life becomes the example of Christ. 



2.  Conversion involves the whole life. 




a.  Intellect. 




b.  Emotions. 




c.  Will.

VI.  Conversion within community. 


A.  We are made whole in communion with God. 


B.  We are made whole in the communion of the Church. 


C.  We are made whole in relationships. 



1.  Family. 



2.  Friendships. 



3.  Work relationships 



4.  World of social interactions.


D.  When we enter communion with God we enter communion with all God has created.

VII.   Grace is the Good News of God. 


A.  For each individual. 


B.  For every community. 


C.  For all creation.

Laity: To be a People

General Comments


This third rollo is presented by a lay person. And because this rollo is a presentation of the mission of the Church in the world, and the laity's part in that mission, the presenter must be a strong, knowledgeable, working member of the Church community. 


This rollo is visionary in nature. It envisions the world as the arena of God's saving grace; grace given hands and feet and mouth by the faithful participation of Christian people as the Church. It is not intended to give a complete exposition of the nature of the Church, or of the lay person's role in the Church. Rather, the mission of the Church, its place in God's plan as the Body of Christ, and the laity's importance in the Church, are the focus. The objective is to lead the participants into a renewed awareness of their responsibility as persons baptized into the Church. It is more informative and inspirational than specifically instructional.


For this reason, care must be exercised in the incorporation of personal testimony into this rollo. Such testimony should be in witness to the truth of the Church as an expression of God's purpose in the world, and that the call into relationship with God naturally incorporates 

every Christian into the Church, each with a personal mission vital to that Church. This testimony should avoid detailed revelation of exactly how that mission is accomplished. 


The other rollos at Cursillo build on this talk. It is their objective to outline a program through which the lay person, committed to the Church, can discover and fulfill their specific mission as the Church in the world.  

Outline

I.  A world in trouble. 


A.  Analysis of the world's problems.



1.  Moral decay




a.  Crime. 




b.  Apathy. 



2.  Technological failure.




a.  Production and distribution of goods.




b.  Environmental damage.




c.  Depletion of resources. 



3.  Societal structure collapse. 




a.  Failure of governments. 




b.  Family disintegration. 


B.  Human solutions to the world's problems.



1.  Attempts at solution corrupted by human evil. 



2.  Solution in one area is problem in another. 



3.  Treat the symptoms instead of the disease.

II.  God's plan for the world.


A.  New creation. 



1.  New heart and spirit (Ezekiel 11:19-21). 



2.  New covenant (Jeremiah 31:31-35). 



3.  New people (II Corinthians 5:17). 



4.  Christ (Hebrews 12:18-24). 


B.  Church (Ephesians 5:25-27).

III.  The Nature of the Church. 


A.  Biblical.  



1.  Body of Christ (Ephesians 1:22). 



2.  Christ as head (Colossians 1:18). 


B.  Doctrinal. 



1.  Lordship of Christ (Book of Order G-1.000).  



2.  Community of faith (Book of Order G-2.000). 


C.  Experiencial. 



1.  Supportive (Hebrews 10:19-25). 



2.  Universal (Book of Order G-4.000).

IV.  The Mission of the Church. 


A.  Biblical 



1.  Nurturing (Colossians 3:16). 



2.  Healing (James 5:14). 



3.  Proclaiming salvation (Matthew 28:19-20). 


B.  Doctrinal 



1.  Form after God's activity (Book of Order G-3.0100). 



2.  Demonstrate God's intention (Book of Order G-3.0200). 



3.  Proclaim salvation (Book of Order G-3.0300). 



4.  Risk life (Book of Order G-3.0400).

V.  The Laity of the Church. 


A.  Biblical 



1.  Members of the Body of Christ (Ephesians 5:30). 



2.  Members of one another (I Corinthians 12:21). 


B.  Doctrinal 



1.  Profess Christ (Book of Order G-4.000). 



2.  Unified in Christ (Book of Order G-4.0200).

VI.  The Mission of the Laity. 


A.  Biblical.  



1.  Derives from Baptism (Ephesians 4:4,5). 



2.  Service to the Church (I Corinthians 12:28). 



3.  Service to others (Luke 9:23-25). 


B.  Doctrinal (Book of Order G-5.0100). 

VII.  Conclusion


A.To be a part of the Church is to be a part of what God is doing in the world.


B.  Each lay person has a unique ministry in the church and in the world.


C.All are called to live for Christ in every moment and every situation.

Living in Grace

General Comments


This is the second clergy rollo. It begins to move the participants beyond hearing what is possible for their lives through the grace of God, to serious consideration of how they will respond to those possibilities through the grace of God. Undoubtedly the participants will have, by this time, begun to realize that the Christian life is radically different from the life outside Christ, and perhaps also radically different from their present lives. They will also have become aware that Cursillo has a very serious and intense purpose - nothing less than their conversion from nominal to vital living for Christ. 


The tenor of this rollo, however, is not heavily weighted toward a call to action. Remember the theme of day one of Cursillo is liberation. The participants discover the freedom given them in Christ to live for Christ. Faith must be presented, therefore, as an enabling gift of God. The response of faith to the gift of faith is not laborious and grudging action, but joyful and thankful living. 


Following this rollo, written palanca and food palanca will be delivered to the participants. The palanca - prayer and sacrificial service - are the response of faith in people supporting the Cursillo from outside the weekend. It is given through faith and in faith that God will use human offerings of loving service to effect the divine purposes in the lives of the elect.



Outline

I.  God's invitation is all-encompassing. 


A.  The call to be claimed by a fully human ideal. 


B.  The call to be claimed by a fully Christian idea. 


C.  The call to be fully disciples of Christ within his Body.

II.  By human initiative alone, failure is assured. 


A.  We would not know what to do or how to do it. 



1.  Our nature is distorted by sin.




a.  Perception. 




b.  Rationality. 




c.  Intentionality. 



2.  Our ability is limited by the finiteness of the human condition. 




a.  Habit and routine stifle creativity. 




b.  Commitment lessened by self-interest. 


B.  We would not want to do what we ought. 



1.  Like Paul we would do the evil we did not want.



2.  Life would be always an uphill, losing battle. 

III.  Therefore, faith is given. 


A.  Faith is God's gift. 



1.  The human experience of grace. 



2.  Not earned, nor deserved. 


B.  Faith is the human response to God. 



1.  Faith is not merely knowledge of God. 




a.  Not beliefs about God. 




b.  Not strongly held convictions about right and wrong. 




c.  Not moral perfection. 



2.  Faith is a living response to grace. 




a.  Faith is the ability to say yes to God's invitation. 




b.  Faith is the ability to enter into relationship with God. 




c.  Faith is the ability to respond to God's demand for righteousness.  


C.  Faith is the key to living the life of grace. 



1.  Through faith trust is possible in God's purposes. 



2.  Through faith God's will for life can be discerned.  



3.  Through faith sustenance through the vicissitudes of life is provided. 


D.  Faith requires both a giver, God, and a receiver, humankind. 



1.  We can refuse to do that of which we are capable. 



a.  We can live contrary to faith. 




b.  We can deny God. 



2.  Through faith we can accept God's invitation.

IV.  Through faith is the Holy Spirit received. 


A.  The exercise of faith opens us to the Holy Spirit. 



1.  Holy Spirit has a specific nature. 




a.  Holy Spirit is the fullness of the presence of God. 




b.  Holy Spirit is the presence of the risen Christ in our midst. 




c.  Holy Spirit is God and is never contrary to either Father or Son.  



2.  Holy Spirit has a specific work. 




a.  Animates us to worship and praise God. 




b.  Clears vision as to what is true and real in life. 




c.  Leads us into greater love of God and others.




d.  Empowers us to discipleship.

V.  We can increase our availability to the Holy Spirit.


A.  Through prayer and devotion. 


B.  Through faith. 


C.  Through action.


D.  Through confidence.

Piety: Practicing the Presence

General Comments


The rollo on piety is the fifth and last rollo of the first day of Cursillo. Therefore it completes the "liberation" phase of this short course in living the Christian faith. Remember, the theme of day one is liberation, during which the participants are offered freedom in Christ, freedom to become what God intends for them. "Piety" sums up the other four talks of this first day of Cursillo.


It also offers the first basic step toward a life of liberation in Christ, the first move toward becoming what God intends. However, this talk does not detail, except in general terms, exactly what a person can do to turn toward God. It is more oriented toward the nature of being a Christian, rather than toward doing Christian things. The doing will be detailed in later rollos. 


This rollo calls people to be Christian, and being Christian is very much a matter of the heart and mind. The intent of this rollo is to move the participants to feel and think themselves Christian. Once that reality has taken over a person, action will become a natural expression of a Christian being. This rollo follows closely the thought presented in the rollo on ideals. You act according to your ideal. You will act in a Christian manner, when your ideal is Christian. When you are a Christian, you will live as a Christian. This rollo must emphasize that piety itself is a noun, not a verb. Piety is not an action, but an experience. Piety is not something you do, it is the human experience of God. Piety is not the description of a good human life, but of a human life conscious of itself in the grip of an eternal relationship with God.  


The presenter of this rollo must bear in mind that many of the participants will have a negative image of the word piety. They will associate it with the "holier than thou" attitude of some who claim to be pious people, therefore, the personal testimony of the rollo presenter must be carefully chosen and expressed to avoid the stereotype of piety in the minds of the participants. 


Yet personal testimony is crucial in this rollo, for no one can convincingly speak of a relationship with God unless that relationship is a vivid and conscious experience in life. This rollo is not a lecture on piety, but it is a demonstration of piety drawn from the life of the speaker.

Outline

I.  The Christian life is, first of all, a change within.


A.  It touches the essence of life.



1.  Not merely a matter of doing.




a.  I play a musical instrument.




b.  I practice medicine.




c.  I perform Christian acts.



2.  It is a matter of being.




a.  I am a musician.




b.  I am a physician.




c.  I am a Christian, I belong to Christ.


B.  It is a way of being grasped by life.



1.  It is an experience of living.



2.  It is apprehending life in its fullest.




a.  Awareness of God.




b.  Awareness of the preciousness of life.




c.  Awareness of others.

II.  The Christian life is a relationship with God.


A.  Piety is the relationship with God.



1.  False piety.




a.  Emphasizing externals (Matthew 6:16, 23:27).




b.Heartless participation (Matthew 7:21).




c.  Self centered manipulators (Mark 10:36,37).



2.  Authentic piety.




a.  In Christ (John 15:9, 10).




b.  In awareness (II Corinthians 4:6)




c.  In growth (Colossians 1:10).


B.  Piety is the relationship with God shared.



1.  Relationship shared through testimony (Acts 4:20, I Peter 3:15).



2.  Relationship shared through unity in Body of Christ (Ephesians 4:4).

III.  The style of piety.


A.  Courageous.



1.  The Kingdom of God demands it (Acts 18:9).



2.  The world needs it (Isaiah 62:6, I Timothy 4:10).


B.  Natural.



1.  The ordinary lifted to the extraordinary (II Corinthians 5:16, 17, Colossians 1:11-14). 



2.  Authentic - faith and life consistent.


C.  Vibrant.

IV.  The acts of piety.


A.  Distinction between piety and acts of piety.



1.  Piety is the state of being Christian, of belonging to God in Christ. 



2.  Acts of piety are those things that nourish our union with God.  




a.  Expressions of love for God. 




b.  Spiritual disciplines or prayer, meditation, worship, praise, and service.


B.  Piety is a life of conscious awareness.



1.  Awareness of God.


2.  Awareness of God's call, adoption, and providence.



3.  Awareness of ourselves as temples of the Holy Spirit.



4.  Awareness of the bonds of human unity.  


C.  All other aspects of the Christian life evolve from piety, from the relationship with God. 



1.  Piety is the first leg of the Christian life tripod.



2.  Study and action are the other two legs and will be considered during the next two days. 

Study: Learning the Way

General Comments


This rollo begins the second day of Cursillo, a day whose theme is "in Christ." Day two seeks to engage the participants in encounter with the living Christ in whom they discover the truth of the Christian faith. It offers guidance in those disciplines of the Christian faith that issue in vital Christianity.


Study is one of those disciplines. By study, however, we do not mean simply the intellectual pursuit of knowledge. Rather, study is part of the maturing of faith, a maturing that involves a change of mentality in which the truth of faith is absorbed into the very fabric of life. Study is related more to formation than to information. Through study we gain more and better information, but that information is validated by the degree to which it reflects, expresses, and strengthens our relationship with the living Christ; that is, by the degree to which it forms our life in Christ. 


Study is the second leg of the Christian life tripod: piety, study, and action. The purpose of study is to know God and what God wants of man. Study is the way of forming the criteria to judge and understand life in the light of God's revelation. Piety is the relationship with God. Study is apprehending the meaning and import of that relationship for living.


If Cursillo is going to fulfill its purpose of equipping Christians to reform their environments according to the Kingdom of God, then Cursillo must provide guidance for the discovery of God's will, not simply during the three days of Cursillo, but throughout life.


The purposes of this rollo, therefore, are several. It is to encourage study, but more than that, it is to transform study from merely intellectual pursuit of knowledge to the pursuit of knowing God in Christ, a pursuit that engages the student in a changing, maturing, Christian life. This rollo purposes also to provide specific guidance in such study, to provide a short course in how to study.


To accomplish these purposes, this rollo provides three principal points:



1. Christian study is not the same as the study of Christianity.



2. Christ is the focus of study as He reveals himself in scripture and in the world.



3. To engage in daily study is to engage in daily transformation as we are changed according to the image of Christ.

Outline

I.  The human as a whole.


A.  We often speak of the human in parts or slices.



1.  Heart slice.



2.  Mind slice.



3.  Spirit slice.


B.  Such artificial separation violates the whole and distorts the slices.



1.  A mindless heart is mere sentimentalism.



2.  A heartless mind is cold, calculating, and dangerous.



3.  A mind and heart without the spiritual connection to the creator is a ship without a rudder.


C.  Truth demands the human be considered as a whole, as a living being (Genesis 2:7).

II.  Authentic humanity.


A.  Formed, not merely informed, by an ideal.



1.  Understood with the mind (I Timothy 1:6, 7).



2.  Held in the heart.



3.  Formed by the spirit.


B.  Ideal wholly incorporated in life.



1.  Ideal transforms thinking.



2.  Ideal transforms acting.

III.  Definition of study.


A.  Study is a consequence of our God given ability to learn, reason, and reflect.


B.   Study is putting the whole of our humanity at the service of truth.



1.Study is engagement in a maturing relationship with life, not merely books and school.



2.  For the Christian, study must engage God's revelation in scripture, in Christ, in the world (II Timothy 3:16, 17, Romans 10:17).

IV.  Objectives of Christian study.


A.  Learning to love and respond to God's love.


B.  Learning how to fulfill our potential as children of God.


C.  Growing in conformity to the mind, heart, and will of God.


D.  Maturing our relationship with God in Christ (John 17:3).

V.  Necessity of study.


A.  Truth is a means of our sanctification, our growing into holiness (John 17:17).


B.  Faith must mature as we mature (I Corinthians 13:11).

VI.  Resources for study.


A.  God's revelation.



1.  Scripture (Luke 1:1-4).



2.  Creation.


B.  God's inspiration.



1.  Books.



2.  Church teachings.



3. Music.



4.  Prayer listening, meditation.

V.  Study moves us to holiness (Ephesians 1:17, 18).

Sacraments: United in Christ

General Comments


The sacrament rollo is not intended to be merely a theological discussion of the sacraments. It is kerygmatic in style and continues the theme of the second day of Cursillo by demonstrating how, through the sacraments, believers are "in Christ."


The intent of this rollo is both instructional and inspirational. Teachings about the sacraments are to be clear and in keeping with the church's tradition. However, witness to the experiential truth of the sacraments in the life of the presenter is also crucial. It is important for the participants to know about the sacraments. It is also important that they know Christ through the sacraments.


The thrust of this rollo is that the sacraments are not something the church does, but something God does for which the church has been given concrete signs of accomplishment. It is intended to continue the move of the participants toward a new realization of the life of grace.

There are four objectives for this rollo:


1. To acknowledge that, in the sacraments, God works through the physical world to make his spiritual presence known.

 
2. To acknowledge that, in the sacraments, the revelation of God in Christ is a living revelation that engages us in a living relationship with God.


3. To acknowledge that the sacraments are a means of experiencing the grace of God, and that through them faith is nourished and commitment deepened by the activity of God's Spirit.


4. To acknowledge that, through the sacraments, we are sent into the physical world as representatives of God's spiritual presence.

Outline

I.  Meaning of the word sacrament.


A.  Dictionary meaning.



1.  A surety of the sacred presence.




a. Essentially related to the acknowledgement of the divine.




b.  Sacrament has no secular meaning.



2.  Sacrament is a religious word.




a.  Acknowledgement of the divine.




b.  Acknowledgement of the divine presence.


B.  Church definition of sacrament.



1.  Larger Catechism (Question 162).




a.  A holy ordinance.




b.  Instituted by Christ.




c.  In his Church.




d.  To signify, seal, and exhibit the benefits of his mediation.




e.  To strengthen and increase their faith.




f.  To oblige them to obedience.




g.  To testify and cherish their love and communion one with another.




h.  To distinguish them those that are without.



2.  Living definition (John 13:1-17).




a.  This story stands in place of the bread and wine of Matthew, Mark, and Luke.




b.  It is a story of incorporation and participation in Christ.




c.  It is sacramental in character.




d.A sacrament can be defined as the act of God in reaching down to wash his disciples' feet and thereby claiming and fitting them for the Kingdom of God.

II.  The nature of a sacrament.


A.  Larger Catechism (Question 163).



1.  An outward and visible sign.



2.  And inward and spiritual grace.


B.  A meeting of flesh and spirit, the world and its Lord.



1.  Part of the full expression of Christ as the Word of God.




a.  The Word written.




b.  The Word preached.




c.  The Word experienced in the sacrament.

III.  The sacraments of the Church.


A.  Baptism.



1.  The sacrament of belonging.




a.  Outward sign is water: the essential element for life.




b.  Inward grace: assurance of new and eternal life through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit of God.



2.  Experience of baptism.




a.  Adoption as a child of God.




b.  Inheritors with Christ of God's Kingdom.




c.  Commission to new life, new power over sin and death.


B.  Eucharist/Communion/Lord's Supper.



1.  The sacrament of the presence.




a.  Outward sign is bread and wine.




b.  Inward grace: communion with God in Christ.




c.Commission to reconciliation.

IV.  The sacraments and life.


A.  Life itself declared sacred: reconciliation between flesh and spirit.



1.  The Society of Friends, Quakers, do not have sacraments as all of life is sacred, all life experiences are a meeting of the the created and the creator.



2.  An extension of the incarnation: God is met in the concrete, material elements of the created world.


B.  God is the actor, the initiator.



1.  The one who kneels down to wash our feet and cleanse us for the godly presence and service.



2.  Go and do likewise (John 13:15).

Action: Committed in Love

General Comments


This talk concludes the initial presentation of the three legs of a Christian life: piety, study, and action. It is, however, the first talk dealing with action and is therefore not a complete exposition of Christian action. It is a beginning of what will form the substance of all the remaining rollos. 


The "Action" rollo is more inspirational than instructional. It intends to change the attitude of the participants toward Christian action, so they are willing to consider it as an expression of their own life. It is not so much concerned with what action is taken as with the nature, motivation and intent of the action. 


This rollo is personal in nature for it is built on the premise that if God is loved, and if God is experienced in a living relationship, then Christian action will flow naturally from life. In effect, this rollo declares that Christian action is personal testimony, and is therefore immediately related to the actor's life and faith. Christian action is separated neither from identification of the actor's motive to respond to the love of God, nor from the actor's intent to demonstrate the love of God. Christian action, as this rollo understands it, is not merely "doing good things" as any person, Christian or non-Christian, could do, but is action specifically identified with faith, and which seeks to renew the world in Christ. 


The testimony of the speaker is important in this rollo. The speaker's own Christian action can be a demonstration that the personal expression of faith in action is the outgrowth of mature Christianity, and is not reserved for persons who are fanatical in their faith. Such testimony can show that every Christian has both opportunities and resources to speak for Christ in the world. 


The ultimate purpose of this rollo is to inspire the participants to expressions of the love of God, and the love of others. Drawing others to Christ, in the same way Cursillo has sought to draw the participants to Christ, is the primary force for Christian action in the world.

Outline

I.  Christian Life.


A.  Balance.



1.  In the natural life.




a.  Psychological.




b.  Intellectual.




c.  Spiritual.




d.  Social.



2.  In the Christian life.




a.  Piety.




b.  Study.




c.  Action.


B.  Wholeness.



1.  In the natural life.




a.  Integration of personality.




b.  Incorporation of community.



2.  In the Christian life.




a.  Christian life more than an individual relationship with God.




b.  Christian life more than a series of truths to be learned.




c.  Christian life more than a program to better the world.




d.  Christian life more than a program to preach the Gospel.




e.  Christian life alters all of life, individually and communally, thinking and doing, knowing and seeking.

II.  The Christian Action.


A.  False expressions of Christian action.



1.  Normal, civilized behavior.



2.  Goodness limited to specific occasions and groups.



3.  Actions undertaken according to whims and moods.


B.  Authentic Christian action.



1.  The exercise of power.




a.  Beyond actions motivated by friendship and neighborliness.




b.  Beyond merely doing Christian things.




c.  Christian action is the power of God (Genesis 4:1-17).



2.  The exercise of love.




a.  Beyond human love.




b.  Christian action is the love of God (John 3:16-17).



3.  The expression of God's Kingdom.




a.  Reconciliation of the world (Colossians 1:15-23).




b.  Proclamation of Good News (Luke 4:18).

III.  Source of Christian action.


A.  Being a Christian.



1.  United with Christ in faith through grace. (Galatians 2:20).



2.  Motivated by love for God and others.




a.  Freedom in Christ (Galatians 5:1, 13-14).




b.  Servanthood in Christ (John 13:12-17).


B.  Being an authentic human.



1.  Created by God (Genesis 1:31).



2.  Alive in Christ (Ephesians 2:1-10)

IV.  Christian action in action.


A.  Rooted in prayer.



1.  Without ceasing (I Thessalonians 5:17).



2.  Thoughtful (I Corinthians 13:15).



3.  Faithful (Matthew 7:7).




B.  Filled with thanksgiving (Ephesians 5:20).




C.  Reveals God's love and power (I John 4:7).




D.  Gives testimony of faith (Acts 4:20).


E.  Is related to Christ.



1.  Make a friend.



2.  Be a friend.



3.  Bring a friend to Christ (II Timothy 4:5).

Obstacles: Confronted by Sin

General Comments


This talk immediately follows the rollo which first introduces the third leg of the Christian life: action - piety, study, and action. In the "Action" talk, the participants have begun to understand that the life of grace is not merely being, but is also doing. Being Christian results in doing Christian things. It is an action that often encounters personal and social difficulties, arousing a certain fear in the participants. They are beginning to see that being a Christian is to be different from the world, and that the obstacles to a Christian life are formidable indeed. In part, the obstacles are formidable because they are rooted inside themselves. To strive toward the life of grace is to confront one's own failure and sin. 


This rollo confronts the participants' fears, and it assumes the fears are often rooted in the kind of hidden pessimism so characteristic of persons who have tried and failed. Therefore, the intent of this rollo is not simply to get the participants to try again, but to offer an alternative course of action to the usual self-help schemes of better living.  


In keeping with that intention, the focus of this rollo is not on the importance of the obstacles themselves, but on "grace-full-ness" of avoidance of the obstacle. Yet this rollo must avoid presenting the obstacles are mere illusions, and the avoidance of those obstacles as something as simple as tidying up a life. Avoidance of the obstacles to a life of grace is a process of exercise, growth, and maturity.

Outline

I.  Christian life without obstacles and sin.


A.  Not a biblical expectation.



1.  Personal (Romans 7:24).



2.  Universal (Romans 3:23).



3.  Corrupted creation (Romans 8:22).


B.  Nor a realistic expectation.



1.  Personal reflection reveals sin.



2.  Social analysis reveals sin.



3.  World order reveals sin.

II.  The nature of obstacles and sin.




A.  Want of conformity or transgression (Shorter Catechism, Question 14).


B.  Willful choice (James 4:17).


C.  Temptation.



1.  Temptation not sin (Ephesians 4:26).



2.  Temptation gives opportunity for sin (Ephesians 4:27).

III.  The source of obstacles and sin.


A.  Author of temptation and sin.



1.  Temptation not from God (James 1:13).



2.  Satan.




a.  Biblical term for Satan means adversary.




b.  Sin has its author in everything and everyone who is an adversary to God.


B.  Ground of sin.



1.  The world.




a.  Love of worldly (I John 2:15-17, James 4:1-4).




b.  Improper and unjust use of the world (James 5:4).



2.  The flesh.




a.  Not the body, but the body misused (Romans 6:12-13).




b.  Not just acts, but attitudes (I Corinthians 3:3, 10:23-27).

IV.  The effect of obstacles and sin.


A.  Alienation.



1.  Strangers to God (Isaiah 59:2).



2.  Strangers to one another (I Corinthians 1:11-12).



3.  Strangers to self (Romans 7:13-20).


B.  Death (Romans 6:23).


C.  Anesthetized to sin (Luke 18:11-12).

V.  Overcoming obstacles and sin.


A.  Repentance.



1.  Humble before God (II Kings 22:19).



2.  Turning to God (Hosea 14:2).


B.  Confession.



1.  Confronting sin (Luke 18:13).



2.  Acknowledging sin (I John 1:8).


C.  Discipline.



1.  Instruction and correction (Hebrews 12:7).



2.Training.




a.  Athletic (I Corinthians 9:24-27).




b.  Warfare (Ephesians 6:13-18).


D.  Remedies of sin are not automatic.



1.  We remain earthen vessels (II Corinthians 4:7).



2.  Final victory is God's (Isaiah 41:13, II Corinthians 2:14). 

Leaders: Called to the Front

General Comments


The is the last talk of the second day, a day whose theme is "In Christ." This last talk of the day seeks to focus the participants' understanding so they see clearly what it means be in Christ, in the concrete terms of their own lives. This rollo must clearly show that to dwell truly 

in Christ is to be a leader for Christ.


Several difficulties must be overcome, the foremost of which is the natural declension many people express at the designation of leader. "I am not a leader," they claim. Therefore, this talk must present the fact of their leadership in terms of the natural expression of a life of grace. They are leaders when the live fully as Christians because others will be influenced by the zeal and power of their actions.


It is important, then, for the person presenting this rollo to be an acknowledged leader, not because of some social or business ranking, but because of the force of their own life of grace. Testimony is important in this rollo, for it is in that testimony that the participants can discover the true nature of serving as a leader for Christ, and recognize that such service is within their own capabilities.


Christian leadership, however, is not automatic, any more than action is automatic, or any more than obstacles are automatically overcome. Leadership for Christ requires intention, discipline, and effort. This rollo must avoid giving the impression that living the Christian life is easy, and yet still maintain an attitude of expectation and joy. This talk is intended to inspire and insure the effort of the participants. It assures them that the Christian is fully undergirded by the power of God. 

Outline

I.  Leaders.


A.  Christ's call to you through Cursillo.



1.  Not carry the whole world's burdens.



2.  Not leave your world and join Cursillo.



3.  A new awareness of your link to God's plan for the world.




a.  Tomorrow you will return to your world.




b.  Be filled with the desire to transform your world for Christ.


B.  A response to Christ's call.



1.  Commit to Christ.



2.  Center life and actions.




a.  In Christ.




b.  Through Christ.   




c.  With Christ.


C.  Be a leader for Christ.



1.  False definitions of a leader.




a.  Not persons in positions of high prestige.




b.  Not persons of wealth or prominence.




c.  Not persons talented in organization.



2.  Definition of a leader.




a.  Personhood and conduct influence others.




b.  Decisions influence decisions of others.




c.  Opinions help form opinions of others.




d.  Attitudes impact attitudes of others.

II.  Natural qualities of a leader.


A.  Spirit of initiative.



1.  Reach own decisions.



2.  Act on own decisions.



3.  Cooperate with others.


B.  Ability to risk.



1.  Fear of failure overcome.



2.  Observe, judge, and act on what seems right.



3.  Not afraid to stand alone.




a.  Against injustice.




b.  Against odds.



4.  Not afraid to stand aside.




a.  Seek guidance in prayer.




b.  Wait for God's guidance.


C.  Sense of responsibility.



1.  Not responsible for others.



2.  Responsible to others.


D.  Authenticity.



1.  Truthful with self.



2.  Truthful to self.




a.  Strengths and weaknesses.




b.  Situations and opportunities.



3.  Truthful to others.


E.  Generosity.



1.  Share what we have.



2.  Share what we are.



3.  Share what we can become.


F.  Seeking.



1.  Not completed, but growing.



2.  Not formed, but being informed by God's Spirit.

III.  Faith qualities of a leader.


A.  Living faith.



1.  Christianity is a matter of being, not merely doing (Colossians 2:6-7).



2.  Trusting God's power.




a.  Colossians 1:11-14).




b.  Galatians 1:4).



3.  Continuous encounter with God in Christ (Colossians 2:8-10).


B.  Living hope.



1.  To believe in the impossible (I Corinthians 1:18).



2.  To overcome discouragement (John 16:33).



3.  Not empty dream, but a vision of divine reality (Hebrews 11:1).



4.  Not dependent on self, but on God (Romans 8:26-39).


C.  Living love.



1.  Not merely an emotion (James 2:14-17).



2.  Not a reaction to lovable (Matthew 6:43-47).



3.  A deliberate action (Romans 12:9-13).



4.  An imitation of Christ (John 13:12-16).



5.  A service to Christ (Matthew 25:34-40).


D.  Living humility.



1.  False humility.




a.  Dis-favorable comparisons to others.




b.  Low opinion of self and personal talents.



2.  True humility.




a.  Awareness of God's workmanship in us (Ephesians 2:10).




b.  Awareness of God's workmanship in others.

IV.  Leaders we are.


A.  In the church.



1.  Living in response to God's grace.



2.  Supporting church to best of ability (Book of Order, G-5.0102).


B.  In the world.



1.  Prayer (I Chronicles 16:11).



2.  Service (Romans 15:1, Book of Order, G-5.0102).



3.  Testimony (I Peter 3:15).


C.  In your life.



1.  Evidence of Christ (II Corinthians 3:3).



2.  Demonstration of Christ (II Corinthians 2:17-17).



3.  A leader unawares.




a.Become a shining light (Philippians 2:15).




b.  A seal of God (Haggai 2:23).




c.  Serve as an example (I Timothy 4:12, I Peter 5:3).

Evangelization: Reforming the World

General Comments


This is the first rollo of the third day of Cursillo. It is therefore important for the presenter of this rollo to keep in mind two things: the condition of the participants, and the place of this rollo in the themes of Cursillo.


The participants will almost certainly be physically tired. They may also suffer a certain mental and emotional numbness from the bombardment of the powerful stimuli characteristic of Cursillo. They may want to sit back and relax, but if the first two days of Cursillo have successfully accomplished their purpose, the participants will also sense a new urgency about their faith. Their spirit may be willing, but their flesh may be weak. The presenter of this rollo must, then, maintain a lively and enthusiastic pace, present the ideas with both clarity and brevity, and not confuse the central point of the rollo with too many peripheral details. This rollo needs to be simple, direct, and to the point. It is instructive and inspirational in nature.


This rollo is the turning point in Cursillo. It is the first rollo that presents ideas unique to Cursillo. Prior to this, in the first ten rollos, everything that has been said is characteristic of Christianity in general. It has been a presentation of the fundamentals of the Christian faith. This rollo now begins to present the Cursillo method as a practical and specific expression of living the Christian faith. 


The first two days of Cursillo have sought to form Christian leaders; to take persons and energize, focus, and inspire them in their faith. The third day now seeks to send them into the world with a method of finding and accomplishing definite work for the Kingdom of God.


The Cursillo method is people to people. That is, Cursillo does not focus on changing systems, customs, or societal structures. Cursillo does not go out with a systematic approach or with a social agenda for transformation of the world. Rather, Cursillo focuses on people. It seeks to Christianize persons who are then agents for the transformation of the world. It intends that the participants begin with themselves, then reach others, and finally spread throughout the whole environment. 


The intent of this rollo is not to encourage people to become more involved, but to change the quality of the involvement they already have. They are to become apostolic, that is, they are to become apostles for Christ in the relationships and situations in which they are already engaged. 


This is the critical point of Cursillo. If Cursillo ended prior to this rollo, the participants might re-enter the world with a more profound piety than before, and they might engage in more vital participation in the church, but they would not have a method of changing the world. 

Most likely they would make little progress in transforming their environments for Christ. This rollo begins the "how to do" phase of Cursillo. It should lay before the participants a clear road to follow in living out their Christian faith and their personal mission in their environments. 

Outline

I.  Full and progressive conversion.


A.  Each life undergoes a deepening experience of life as a Christian.



1.  The criteria by which life is measured become more Christ-like.



2.  The attitudes with which life is expressed become more Christian-like.


B.  Conversion not limited (John 17:20-26).



1.  Not to oneself alone 



2.  Not for oneself alone.



3.  Not within oneself alone. 


C.  The laity's mission.



1.  Lead persons to Christ (Matthew 28:19).



2.  Transform the world for Christ (Micah 4:3)


D.  Cursillo.



1.  Offers a method and strategy for accomplishment of this goal.



2.  The other rollos of this day will provide the details.

II.  Christianity.


A.  Christianity is community.



1.  The Body of Christ.



2.  The fellowship of believers.


B.  Christianity is in the world.



1.  Not a fortress to prevent Christian contact with sin (I Thessalonians 1:4- 10).



2.  Leaven to transform the world (John 1:5-7).

III.  Environment.


A.  Basis of Cursillo strategy.



1.  People are communal.



2.  Community is integral to human life.


B.  Communities are neither passive nor neutral.



1.  Communities influence life expressions.




a. Certain ideas and attitudes are accepted.




b.  Certain types of behavior are encouraged.




c.  Certain personality traits predominate.



2.  Interaction of ideals.




a. Individual ideals are molded by community.




b.  Community ideals are molded by individuals.



3.  A corporate ideal emerges.



4.  An environment defined.




a.  Interaction of persons,ideals, and circumstances.




b.  An atmosphere generated by the situation and the people in it.


C.  The impact of the environment.



1.  People tend to conform to the atmosphere of the environment.



2.  People tend to accept the ideals of the environment.



3.  The environment resists change.

V.  Study of the environment. 


A.  What is the nature and influence of environment? 



1.  What ideal motivates it? 



2.  What objectives give the environment vigor? 



3.How does the environment affect relationships within it? 


B.  What types of persons make up the environment? 



1.  Followers who imitate others. 



2.  Impulsives who follow the rhythm of emotions. 



3.  Leaders who strive to influence the environment. 


C.  How does the environment measure against the Christian standard?


D.  What areas of change can be identified that would make the environment more Christian?

V.  Transformation of the environment. 


A.  Commit to leadership in the environment. 


B.  Seek to influence other leaders.


C.  Seek Christian change as a Christian.



1.  Leaven - from the inside out.



2.  Salt - enhances, intensifies already existing flavors.



3.  Light - opens life to examination, shows the way.

VI.  The charge. 


A.  Environmental change.



1.  Not by magic.



2.  Not sudden.



3.  Begins with self.


B.  Gospel meant for the whole world.



1.   No environment is insignificant to God.



2.  No environment is beyond God's redemptive power.



3.  No environment is above the need of God's redemptive power.

Christian Life: A Holy Vision

General Comments


The rollo immediately preceding was the first presentation of the Cursillo method of Christianizing the world. This rollo now seeks to firmly anchor all such efforts in the spiritual life. Christianization of environments begins with the Christianization of the life of the participant, and is sustained through continued spiritual growth. 


This is the last rollo presented by a spiritual advisor. The intent of this rollo is to begin showing the participants how they may serve as leaders in the re-forming of their environments. This rollo focuses on the participants personal preparation for such service. It presents a program for continued spiritual growth. It seeks to dispel the notion that the participants have achieved Christian life and now need only to show others the way. It presents the need for continual conversion to Christ.

Outline

I.  Attempts to define the Christian Life.


A.  No simple, universal biblical formula.



1.  What must I do? (Matthew 19:16-22).



2.  How will we know? (John 3:1-5).



3.  What signs will there be? (Matthew 11:2-5).


B.  No simple, universal human formula.



1.  Attempts at definition.




a.  Otherworldly - "In the Sweet Bye-and-bye".




b.  Orthodox - "Faith of our Fathers".




c.  Goodness - "They'll Know We are Christians."




d.  Activist - "Rise up, O Men of God".




e.  Joyful - "I've Got the Joy, Joy, Joy".




f.  Forgiven - "Amazing Grace".



2.  Attempts are partial answers.




a.  Otherworldly disregards God's concern for the world (Colossians 1:20).




b.  Orthodoxy disregards action (James 2:17).




c.  Personal goodness disregards sin.




d.  Activism disregards human fallibility.




e.  Joyfullness disregards the cross (Luke 9:22,23).




f.  Forgiveness disregards repentance.


C.  Casserole Christian life.



1.  A little of this and a little of that.




a.  Blandness.




b.  Lacks distinction.



2.  Christian life is more than life run through a blender or popped in a microrwave.

II.  The Christian life lived.


A.  Must capture our selves.



1.  Passion within.




a.  A basic force.




b.  A Primary ingredient.




c.  A bedrock truth.



2.  A unified living.


B.  Living for God (Romans 14:5-9).



1.  Not a task to accomplish, but a state of existence.



2.  Christian life is the state of belonging to God.

III.  Cursillo's anchor.


A.  You belong to God.


B.  Without this anchor other ingredients of the Christian life fail.



1.  Spirituality becomes escapism.



2.  Knowledge becomes intellectualism.



3.  Goodness becomes appeasement.



4.  Activism becomes self-righteousness.



5.  Joy becomes charade.



6.  Forgiveness becomes elusive will-o'-the'wisp.

IV.  Cursillo's foundation.


A.  You belong to God.



1.  Not as muzak.



2.  Not background noise.



3.  Truth for living.




a.  Ringing in your ears.




b.  Swirling in your mind.




c.  Burning in your heart.




d.  The very substance of life.


B.  Not abstract theory.



1.  If you forget to whom you belong, you will forget whom you serve.



2.  If you forget whom you serve, you will forget why you serve.



3.  If you forget why you serve, your life will become a duty and a drudgery.

V.  Cursillo's answer.


A.  Out of our sense of belonging to God, will come our Christian life.


B.  Nurturing that sense of belonging.



1.  Prayer.



2.  Worship.



3.  Communion.



4.  Spiritual direction.



5.  Meditation.

Christian Community: The Church Alive

General Comments


The previous rollo sought to send the participants back into their environments with a commitment to live in a state of continual growth in piety, study, and action. It sought to give them practical means of maintaining their sense of conversion to Christ. It was the second of the three phases of the Cursillo method. First, Christian leaders are formed. Second, Christian leaders are inserted back in their environments. 


The previous rollo, and in fact all the previous rollos, may leave the participants thinking of themselves as Christian individuals. The participants have been exposed to a process aimed at their conversion from nominal to vital Christianity, and then aimed at sending them back into their environments.


This rollo begins the third phase: linking. The participants are given the assurance that they do not, and must not, return to their environments alone. This rollo seeks to insure that participants will not turn to an individualistic expression of Christian living, but will recognize that Christ always calls people into community, and always is present in any community formed in Christ's name.


This linking with other Christians is not merely a means of bolstering the individual, but is a means of accomplishing the Christianization of environments. Cursillo believes that the forming of small Christian communities of action is an effective means of re-forming the world for Christ.


The purpose of this rollo is to cause the participants, when they return to their environments, to seek out other Christians with whom to effect specific changes in those environments according to the Kingdom of God as revealed in Christ and through his spirit. This means the participants form themselves into small, intentional communities within each of the environments upon which they have influence.

Outline 

I.  The Cursillo purpose: Christianize the world. 


A.  Cursillo. 



1.  An experience in community.



2.  An experience in Christian living.


B. The world.



1.  Divided into many environments.




a.  Family.




b.  Church/Neighborhood.




c.  Work/recreation. 



2.  Each environments has leaders/ideals/goals/atmosphere.


C.  Cursillo focuses on these environments. 



1.  Christianize the world by Christianizing it's environments. 



2.  Make each environment an experience in Christian living. 

II.  The Cursillo method: Intentional, Christian communities. 


A.  Intentional. 



1.  With a purpose. 




a.  Communicate the Good News of Christ. 




b.  Discover Christ in the world. 




c.  Manifest Christ in the world. 



2.  With a plan. 




a.  Knowledge of environment. 




b.  Knowledge of Christ. 




c.  Personal leadership/example. 



3.  With accountability. 




a.  To God. 




b.  To one another. 




c.  To the world. 


B.  Christian. 



1.  Formed in Christ. 



2.  Exampled by Christ. 



3.  Motivated for Christ. 



4.  Guided by the Holy Spirit. 


C.  Communities. 



1.  Christianity is community (Acts 2:42-47). 



2.  Christ present in community (Matthew 18:20). 

III.  Forming Christian communities.


A.  Method.



1.  Established in each environment.



2.  Built on friendship and common ideals.


B.  Style.



1.  Apostolic.




a.  Follows the lead of Christ (Mark 6:70).




b.  Convinced of the value of community.




c.  Biblically oriented.




d.  Triumphal in Christ.

IV.  Re-forming the world.



A.  The pain and sin of the world are real.



B.  God's love for the world is universal.



C.  God's purposes will be achieved (Colossians 1:15-20).



D.  God will use us to manifest his victory in Christ. 

The Three Days: A Look Back

General Comments


Cursillo is a word intensive program. The participants have been bombarded with hours of talk. All of this talk has two general purposes: to inspire and to instruct. Some of it is a recounting of what they already know in their Christian faith. Some of it is the presentation of the Cursillo purpose and method. Taken all together, the talks present an overwhelming amount of data. 


This rollo has the purpose of reviewing, clarifying, and cementing the ideas of Cursillo in the minds and hearts of the participants. It is given by the Observing Rector. It is a look back at the three days of Cursillo.


This talk has been inserted at this point in the weekend because experience in previous Cursillos indicates that many participants complete Cursillo without a clear understanding of the purpose and method of the program. Far too many return home expressing only that Cursillo was the most fun they have ever had at a church function. Their testimony is focused more on Cursillo than on Christ.


This rollo is instructional. However, the presenter should certainly insert personal testimony of the experience and continuation of Cursillo as a force for spiritual renewal and Christian service in their life. 

Outline

I.  Cursillo's viewpoint.


A.  Condition of the world.



1.  Decreasingly influenced by Christian principles.




a.  Secular in orientation.




b.  Eclectic in theology.



2.  Decreasingly aware of sin.




a.  Humanistic.




b.  Individualistic.


B.  Condition of Christianity.



1.  Passive.




a.  Quiet.




b.  Uninvolved.




c.  Without risk.



2.  Unresponsive to its own Gospel.




a.  Without fervor.




b.  Without direction.




c.  Without conviction.

II.  Cursillo's purpose.


A.  Reconcile the world to God.



1.  God's presence acknowledged and revered.



2.  God's revelation received and honored.



3.  God's will manifested in abundant human life.



a.  Temporally.




b.  Eternally.


B.  Renew Christians in their faith.



1.  Piety - practice the presence of God.




a.  Inward experience.




b.  Outward expression



2.  Study - open to the revelation of God.



3.  Action - service of God.




a.  Proclaim the Good News.




b.  Live the Good News.



4.  Participate in a reconciled world.




a.  Triumphant.




b.  Communal.

III.  Cursillo's style.


A.  Pilgrimage.



1.  Lifelong journey.



2.  Purposeful intent.




a.  Not a leisurely stroll.




b.  Not a sightseeing tour.




c.  Praise, honor, and obey God.


B.  Community.



1.  In the Church.



2.  In the world.


C.  Discipline.

IV.  Cursillo's form.


A.  The three days.



1.  Day one - liberation.




a.  Freed from sin.




b.  Freed for God.



2.  Day two - encounter Christ.




a.  Personal encounter with Christ.




b.  Conversion to vital living for Christ.



3.  Day three - the Christian life. 




a.  Body of Christ. 




b.  Leavening in the world. 


B.  The four phases of the Cursillo method. 



1.  Find leaders. 




a.  Persons of influence in environments. 




b.  Persons searching for more vital expression of faith. 



2.  Mold Christians leaders. 




a.  Exposure to God's grace. 




b.  Develop willingness and ability to use influence for Christ. 



3.  Place Christian leaders in their environments. 




a.  Use God-given abilities. 




b.Discern where re-forming power is God is waiting to manifest itself. 




c.  Become instruments through which God works. 



4.  Link Christian leaders in supportive communities. 




a.  The Church. 




b.  Small groups within each environment. 

V.  Cursillo fundamentals. 


A.  In Christ.



1.  Personal encounter.



2.  Not doctrine or interpretation, but experience.


B.  In grace.



1.  God's gift.



2.  Expression of love.


C.  In Faith.



1.  God's gift.



2.  Our response.




a.  Interior call.




b.  Saying "Yes," to God's grace.


D.  In the Church.



1.  The Body of Christ.



2.  The gathering of the elect.


E.  In sacramentality.



1.  Baptism recognizes incorporation.



2.  Communion celebrates and nourishes faith.

VI.  The measure of success of Cursillo.


A.  The extent to which environments are re-formed in Christ.


B.  The extent to which Christ is known, loved, and served.

Tomorrow: Hope and Promise

General Comments


This is the last rollo of the Cursillo, and it is given by the Rector. The purpose of this talk is to assure the participants that the Christian life they have experienced in the last three days is a sustainable life in the world. It is intended to create a unity between the three days and the fourth day - which is the rest of life.


This purpose is accomplished, not with deep philosophical pronouncements about life, or with detailed explanations of Cursillo, but with the presentation of hope and promise. The previous rollo spoke of the Christian life as a state of belonging to God. This rollo speaks of the Christian life as a state of belonging to the Body of Christ.


This is a talk about perseverance, and the way perseverance can be achieved. It can be achieved in the community of faith, and the community of faith is that community living in the hope and promise of God. It is the Church.

Outline

I.  The Cursillo weekend.


A.  If only a pleasant memory.



1.  Will not make manifest the Kingdom of God.




a.  In the world.




b.  In you.


B.  God called you to Cursillo.



1.  For a purpose.




a.  To direct your whole life to God (Piety).




b.  To form you in his revelation (Study).




c.  To send you into the world (Action).



2.  To change the world in Christ.




a.  Transform every environment you influence.




b.  To be the Church in the world.

II.  Beyond the Cursillo weekend.


A.  Perseverance in God's purpose.



1.  Dangers.




a.  Over-confidence in self.




b.  Lack of confidence in God.




c.  Self-righteousness.



2.  Remedy of dangers.




a.  Maintain personal relationship with Christ (John 15:5).




b.  Maintain personal relationship with Body of Christ.


C.  The Cursillo method for perseverance.



1.  Spiritual direction through ministry of the Church.



2.  Small group interaction (Reunion groups).



3.  Larger group interaction (Ultreyas).

III.  The Reunion group.


A.  Purpose.



1.  Continue conversion to Christ.



2.  Provide Christian community.



3.  Encourage commitment to transformation of environments.


B.  Method.



1.  Sharing life of piety.




a.  Spiritual aids.




b.  Nearness of Christ.



2.  Sharing study.




a.  Forming our minds in Christ.




b.  Growing in understanding



3.  Sharing our apostolic action.




a.  Failures.




b.  Successes.


C.  Characteristics.



1.  Small group so all can share.



2.  Meet regularly.



3.  Confidentiality honored.



4.  Intentionality - focused on purpose.



5.  Accountability - mutually responsible to one another.



6.Open to any who wish to participate - not merely Cursillo participants.

IV.  The Ultreya.


A.  The gathering of reunion groups.


B.  The incorporation of Christian community - not merely Cursillo participants.


C.  Purpose.



1.  Worship and celebration of Christian community.



2.  Witness to God's power and love.



3.  Provide a forum for furthering Cursillo.

V.  The bottom line.


A.  Not Cursillo itself.



1.  Not the program.



2.  Not the groups.


B.  Authentic Christian life.



1.  Lived with hope in God.



2.  Lived under the promise of God.



3.  Lived according to the purpose of God.

VI.  Personal testimony.


A.  The Rector may share personal testimony.


B.  The participants are told they will have opportunity to share.



1.  At Clausura participants will be given an opportunity to share testimony.



a.  To God, not to Cursillo.




b.  To the presence of Christ, not to the Cursillo staff.




c.  To the service of God, not the promotion of Cursillo.

VII.  The sum of it all (Romans 8:26-39).


A.  The hope.



1.  God's spirit helps us in our weakness.



2.  God's spirit intercedes for us.


B.  The promise.



1.  God works for good.



2.  We are more than conquerors.




a.  Able to move beyond the battle.




b.  Able to claim the victory in Christ.




c.  Nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.


